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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/12
Reading, Directed Writing and Classical Chinese

Key messages

Candidates need to demonstrate a good level of reading comprehension in both modern and classical
Chinese. They also need to show their linguistic competence when writing, producing well-organised,
effective responses.

In all parts of the paper candidates need to ensure that they spend time reading the questions carefully and
making sure they understand exactly what is being asked. They are also advised to spend time proof-reading
their responses to check for any mistakes or technical errors.

In order to do well in Section 1, candidates should:

e read each question carefully to identify exactly what is being asked, highlighting the keywords/phrases
in each question such as ‘feeling’, ‘attitude’, ‘reflection’, ‘views’ and ‘based on the whole passage’ etc.
This will help candidates focus on the specific requirements of the question.

e understand how to recognise implied meaning, as well as explicit meaning to answer questions.

e interpret, analyse and evaluate ideas and opinions as well as facts.

e be able to discuss and analyse how authors achieve effects or use language to influence the reader,
including specific techniques such as metaphor and descriptive language.

e  pay attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they develop their answers fully enough to score all
available marks.

In order to do well in Section 2, candidates should:

e make a plan before writing the essay to help ensure it is well-structured.

clearly focus on all elements of the task and select relevant facts, ideas and opinions from passages 2
and 3, developing, evaluating or analysing the chosen content.

respond using ideas rooted in the passages, rather than personal experience or anecdotes.

consider the audience and purpose of the piece and write in an appropriate register.

structure arguments logically and link ideas with appropriate connectives.

use complex sentences and varied and precise vocabulary.

In order to do well in Section 3, candidates should:

be able to translate classical words into modern words.

know the basic function words in classical texts.

read each question carefully to identify exactly what is being asked.

be able to conclude what insight the classical texts bring to a modern audience.

General comments

Most candidates performed well in this new Reading, Directed Writing and Classical Chinese paper. They
seemed familiar with the format and requirements of the paper, and were well-prepared, showing good exam
technique. It was evident that most had a thorough understanding of the passages and questions in all three
sections and were able to provide responses based on the correct part of the passage to access all the
available marks.
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Questions requiring candidates to cite information or find explicit answers from the passages were generally
done well, while questions needing deeper analysis or understanding inference sometimes challenged even
the more able candidates.

Candidates should continue to be reminded of the importance of reading questions carefully, paying
attention to the mark allocation for each question.

In Question 1, most candidates showed good comprehension skills and were able to score highly in
questions testing either explicit meaning or more straightforward ideas and opinions. The best responses
showed great skills of analysis and summary, with many using clear and well-chosen language. In some
cases, there was evidence of questions being misunderstood. Some candidates would have benefited from
greater familiarity with keywords used in the questions such as ‘& &, ‘R &', ‘S, EA, Bk 4 L.

Whilst some candidates could competently discuss the use of metaphor or the function of descriptive
language and the effects these have on the reader, others seemed less secure in this area. This meant that
in many cases not all of the available marks could be awarded for explaining why the underlined
words/phrases were significant in the passage or why the author had chosen that particular vocabulary.

In Question 2, the Direct Writing task, performance was satisfactory. Most candidates showed good writing
skills, paying attention to the audience and purpose stated in question in order to produce a response using
an appropriate tone and register. Many candidates were able to identify relevant points from both passages
to answer all parts of the question. The strongest responses successfully developed and evaluated the
chosen points in a way that clearly fulfilled all elements of the task and presented a well-organised article.
Weaker responses were characterised by the production of a straightforward summary of the ideas
expressed directly in the passages without going on to develop or analyse them fully in accordance with the
task. Others wrote from personal experience without drawing on the information and ideas expressed in the
passages; this approach should be discouraged, as marks for Reading cannot be awarded for information
that is not rooted in the passages. Candidates need to ensure that they read the task carefully, as some
limited the marks that could be awarded as not all parts of the task had been completed. Candidates should
also be advised to devote a small amount of time to planning before they start to write in order to ensure their
responses are organised and coherent.

In Question 3, some candidates demonstrated a sound knowledge of classical Chinese, whilst others found

this part of the paper quite difficult. The most common areas of challenge were either identifying the meaning
of words or understanding the function words.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

(a) The majority of candidates showed confident comprehension skills and managed to infer from the
text what the young vegetable vendor’s attitude towards his business was.

(b) (i) This question was also very well handled by most candidates, who were able to identify the father’s
two reactions to the mother’s bargaining.

(ii) Candidates were required to give two reasons for the father’s reactions. Many candidates
answered the question fully; weaker responses sometimes discussed the father’s feelings /
unhappiness rather than identifying the reason he reacted in the way he did.

(c) This question was very well answered by the majority of candidates, who clearly presented the
different criteria the father and mother followed when buying vegetables.

(d) Overall candidates tackled this question with great success. Stronger candidates were able to use
their own language to clearly explain why the uncle sang to the vegetables. Most candidates were
able to identify the point from the text.

(e) There was a range of responses to this question. Candidates with strong analytical and interpretive
skills performed well. The question required candidates to deduce what could be learnt about the
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uncle from his behaviour. Responses giving the reason why the uncle treated the vegetable sellers
that way or which described the way that the uncle approached the vegetable growers did not
answer the question and could therefore not be credited.

(f) This question assessed candidates’ ability to analyse and understand the implicit meaning of the
uncle’s smile in context. Some candidates found this question challenging. The most successful
responses were able to interpret that the uncle’s smile proved that the aunt’s worries were
unnecessary / that he was right to trust the farmer.

(9) This global reading comprehension question tested candidates’ ability to analyse and summarise.
The most capable candidates achieved full marks by identifying and summarising in their own
words the gentleman-like qualities of the people on the market. Many candidates managed to gain
2 or 3 marks. Weaker candidates found it challenging to identify examples throughout the whole
text and to summarise these in their own words to formulate a response.

(h) This question tested candidates’ ability to understand how the author used language to achieve
effects and influence readers. Candidates needed to interpret what the underlined words/phrases
meant in the context or what the author wanted to illustrate in using them. Most questions are worth
2 marks, which means that two points were needed to answer those questions.

(i) Candidates were required to comment on the relevance of ‘&%’ in this two-mark question. Some
candidates managed to include both points in their response, namely that the young vegetable
seller spoke in a low/quiet/unclear voice and that he felt embarrassed about his quotation/he was
afraid that the price was too high. Others missed out one of the two points; candidates are
reminded to check the mark allocation as if there are two marks, two separate pieces of information
are required.

(ii)  Performance on this question was good. Many candidates were able to interpret the word ‘¥’
accurately and scored full marks by answering that the mother stayed there for a long time and that
she showed an intention to buy. A small number of answers conatining a specific time duration
could not be credited. Weaker responses needed to analyse, make inferences and draw
conclusions to gain both available marks.

(iii) Most candidates handled this question with great success, showing excellent understanding of why
the author use the metaphor to say “#& X #tAx — ARG

(iv) Many candidates managed to achieve two marks while some gave partial answers in their
responses. Common incorrect attempts tried to illustrate ‘3 R 45 & 2/~ 8 13" instead of ‘£ t4/%
K.

(v)  This question was well answered by most candidates who were able to give two explanations of
the phrase ‘= ¥ /1 # %’ and gain two marks.
Section 2

Question 2

Candidates were required to write an article for their school magazine to help students better understand the
relationship between consumption and happiness. Candidates needed to use the ideas from passages 2 and
3 to write the article, developing them relevantly and in their own words to cover the three areas of the
question. In order to reach the highest marking bands, candidates needed to ensure they had addressed all
aspects of the question, supporting their ideas with details from the passages and producing a well
organised and carefully structured article. Candidates should take note of the intended audience and write in
an appropriate tone and style for the purpose, using suitable vocabulary.

Reading
In general, candidates performed well in this question.

Candidates demonstrated a good understanding of the passages and were able to use the ideas in the texts
to cover the three areas outlined in the question. Most candidates were awarded marks for reading in the top
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three levels, showing awareness of the need to fulfil all elements of the task and referring to the reasons
people like to consume, the negative effects of blind consumption and how young people get real happiness.

The strongest responses which obtained 13/14/15 marks showed excellent comprehension skills and an
ability to select a wide range of facts, ideas and opinions from both passages, developing and evaluating
them to complete the task.

Some responses presented a clear progression of ideas relating to the three areas of the question, but had a
tendency to elaborate excessively on a small number of points from the texts, rather than offering a broader

range of supporting evidence. In a few cases, answers were presented with major omissions in one element
of the task and could therefore not be placed in the higher marking bands for reading.

Some weaker responses did not score well for reading and could have been improved with more careful
reading of the question and instructions. Such responses often developed their claims based on their own
experience or previous knowledge or personal views rather than using content from the passages.

Writing

The majority of candidates were able to provide a well-organised response, using connectives effectively to
create a fluent piece and using precise language throughout their writing. Most responses were written within
the guidelines given for length. Overly long responses are not encouraged as these tend to result in less
focused writing.

The top marks in writing were awarded to candidates who used their own language to carefully structure their
answers with consistently well chosen and precise vocabulary and who wrote in an appropriate tone for the
audience.

Responses which relied on considerable lifting of materials from the texts without reorganising the ideas or
paraphrasing the language often resulted in an ineffective answer or confusing sequence of ideas and
therefore did not score highly for writing. Some weaker responses were characterised by an absence of good
and powerful connectives or contained incorrectly written characters; others needed a better awareness of
audience and purpose to ensure the writing was of an appropriate style.

Section 3
Question 3

Overall, candidates demonstrated a good level of understanding of the classical passage, coping well with
this section in the new paper. A range of performance was seen in which some candidates confidently
understood the classical Chinese and were able to supply answers in modern Chinese with equivalent
semantic meaning; others appeared to struggle to correctly comprehend the original text. It would
undoubtedly be beneficial for candidates to be exposed to a range of classical texts while learning, so that
they feel comfortable dealing with unseen texts in the assessment.

(a) This was a well-answered question in which many candidates gained full marks.

(b) (i) and (ii) Both questions were very well handled by the full range of candidates who clearly pointed out
who did the actions described in the question.

(c) This was another well-answered question which required candidates to specify the changes in the
views of the two scholars on Deng Bi. Many candidates scored full marks. They either selected and
conveyed the relevant phrases from the passage, or translated them correctly into modern
language. Some candidates missed out one of the two points.

(d) Candidates were required to give the reasons why 7% bore feelings of resentment. This question
proved to be challenging to many candidates. Some candidates seemed to misunderstand the
question, and thought it was asking why 3} # bore feelings of resentment towards the two scholars
mentioned in the passage. Only those candidates who had understood the text thoroughly were
able to interpret the specific meaning of the question and respond to it appropriately.

(e) This question required candidates to explain the meaning of the underlined words in modern
Chinese and it proved to be challenging to many. The highest scoring candidates showed
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familiarity with commonly used vocabulary in classical Chinese. Weaker responses often contained
several alternative answers, sometimes contradicting each other, which could gain no credit.
Candidates with less confidence are encouraged to make an attempt to answer the questions.

(e) (i) The majority of candidates responded to this question very well by translating the underlined word
‘[’ to k.

(ii)  This question was well-answered and candidates could generally correctly point out who ‘2’
referred to.

(iii)  This question was found to be challenging to some candidates, many of whom could not
successfully translate ‘“”F’ into modern Chinese in this sentence. Candidates who wrote ‘/£ 4%’ were
not credited.

(iv) A large number of candidates found it challenging to translate ‘#%’ into modern Chinese in this
context. Candidates who were able to translate it to ‘4% /4% # or with other alternative words were
awarded a mark.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/13
Reading, Directed Writing and Classical Chinese
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;@o WS EARBVANERIFE R L F TR WEL “KR” AT, AiFT—
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REP AL AL EF R, KEBFAERS (REFWHE “HERL” F) £
ARSI FEES “R” WELFELEANISH. RA—DI2FLIIANEER
“UHo ey R KRBT, BwIXA TS

#E LROIEAR, JEAERFEMBAMT LAFEFANFGSHE, —LF LR
BASATHE AR A R RIBFFREBEELLT BEE; L5 RXANAE
FARAYGRBARWAIL “K” BA LB EYE, INEFERTRXEOEAE, Bhd

TEEAF D

REFAERELMBANL R RRNELHE R, HEHABTES —5
RS PE LIS LR RS D RV ST S
5. ARERBEE—RBHMAEAENER, FHEFAEERTA AR LS

HAAEEE LD ITLME D OREC RS o 5 HERAAMR. RAIE
AR A IRIOK LA B AN ARE R, BRFT RS, LI
HiRABIRADESRK R BIET KT OH R RRATAERE R

XA K S HH AR BAFARIT, HRAEE 5 RGET R R,

R RRIGEEMAA, FEFAFHALLERA ARG FAERA AT ELLE
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EARBALT R B AR GBI T RAAGEF L, CERTRI =5, A58
— W F A RA RGP REAAXF 8, LRARA A THERITES, e
R, ZAFOPIARALE EE.

E IR RASM F & 4o fTIE F 155 R A B AR A RIEH QR 0. F AT ZMEX
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ARRA Y, CHARDET)h R 2RSS P A,
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BEFEGOERT A S, TERAIXARELG. RADFLEMOMED 1
T7 RP R RS/ B RFRTRERF TR, F—0. RARARINOE 4
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FAEZEAREORIBAR—H, —EFEMBE K7 Neid R ARE AT
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R, ZRIEFD.
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L EHRERTZEHOE, FHHD.
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B 352
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HEHE AR, LA —REERRER PRGBS RRBATHH, W28 T Ly
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— IS FAETRANE LA SS, TABE TR At 2K kRS, XF AR
LFIBE R ENACE T RIS IR BFE LT 55k fe B 2213 &
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o FH ARG B R EMFAW L E, BTl R R EAEA I LiE L FE £ A B
ﬁ&kmﬁ% KDL FHRAEERKNFTHAZKR, LFIKELALFHELRTE, UL
A& BT KeyLF,
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AR FARMHA KRB BB RE T U E TR AL FOLELTTRARETE L
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HARERBL, W TFRRBEOFHRETHLT LM, FARETTILEIFNRY, K
A NEINZRI—HG, —3F 4 8495 B I8 B RAF MR L2 Lay1ail, &I/ A
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(a) RIADFEER T HL, —DAPFLERAREE “EF/ToF5" mET—

o

(b) FldE, XM EALEHEFINE, KERFARBHAACTKWEHEARA, £7 %
o, BB BRI .

(c) BRI, FAMNIERYGDERLAHREN, RA—DNASFALXAFE “iL
435” éxjg_ “;I}i‘ﬂﬁp” R

(d) REAAE HE RN ARTGEBBRNZG LT LEN TR, BIFLENELTUERE
g, FFSZFLERN, TEARAELN . TR 0F AxT LT P ag— ik K19
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(i) XEAFECBEFIRGE, REFALRT EREE A/ Tw” , —RFAFE “@
A7 AXIZRIEEBBELRIFTNN,

(i) ST REHSF AR, Je U7 BERARERA RN, F ARG T E “FI]”
REE DAL IEF T — 5

(iv) FIH, XA —kE 4 RGO EE, REEE LR “F7 FFRINKRX
E, ReBEE “RB/RELT REFZLMAALIEENEFTT — 5

(e) LERERHLEMBE “R” A 225 ZNHALRFHORS, ZAENBZERIR—

o BB EARBRELFTONERNACHEFTREHEHE L, — R EFELH

HEHBAA B ERRIFNFERFRMRNTR, THOE LR “H5A” ZRAT “9TF
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/13
Reading, Directed Writing and Classical Chinese

Key messages

Candidates need to demonstrate a good level of reading comprehension in both modern and classical
Chinese. They also need to show their linguistic competence when writing, producing well-organised,
effective responses.

In all parts of the paper candidates need to ensure that they spend time reading the questions carefully and
making sure they understand exactly what is being asked. They are also advised to spend time proof-reading
their responses to check for any mistakes or technical errors.

In order to do well in Section 1, candidates should:

e read each question carefully to identify exactly what is being asked, highlighting the keywords/phrases
in each question such as ‘feeling’, ‘attitude’, ‘reflection’, ‘views’ and ‘based on the whole passage’ etc.
This will help candidates focus on the specific requirements of the question.

e understand how to recognise implied meaning, as well as explicit meaning to answer questions.

e interpret, analyse and evaluate ideas and opinions as well as facts.

e be able to discuss and analyse how authors achieve effects or use language to influence the reader,
including specific techniques such as metaphor and descriptive language.

e  pay attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they develop their answers fully enough to score all
available marks.

In order to do well in Section 2, candidates should:

e make a plan before writing the essay to help ensure it is well-structured.

clearly focus on all elements of the task and select relevant facts, ideas and opinions from passages 2
and 3, developing, evaluating or analysing the chosen content.

respond using ideas rooted in the passages, rather than personal experience or anecdotes.

consider the audience and purpose of the piece and write in an appropriate register.

structure arguments logically and link ideas with appropriate connectives.

use complex sentences and varied and precise vocabulary.

In order to do well in Section 3, candidates should:

be able to translate classical words into modern words.

know the basic function words in classical texts.

read each question carefully to identify exactly what is being asked.

be able to conclude what insight the classical texts bring to a modern audience.

General comments

Most candidates performed well in this new Reading, Directed Writing and Classical Chinese paper. They
seemed familiar with the format and requirements of the paper, and were well-prepared, showing good exam
technique. It was evident that most had a thorough understanding of the passages and questions in all three
sections and were able to provide responses based on the correct part of the passage to access all the
available marks.
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Questions requiring candidates to cite information or find explicit answers from the passages were generally
done well, while questions needing deeper analysis or understanding inference sometimes challenged even
the more able candidates.

In Question 1, most candidates showed good comprehension skills and were able to score highly in
questions testing either explicit meaning or more straightforward ideas and opinions. The best responses
showed great skills of analysis and summary, with many using clear and well-chosen language. In some
cases, there was evidence of questions being misunderstood. Some candidates would have benefited from
greater familiarity with keywords used in the questions such as ‘#1’, ‘R, S, ‘Few’, 1835 4 L.

Whilst some candidates could competently discuss the use of metaphor or the function of descriptive
language and the effects these have on the reader, others seemed less secure in this area. This meant that
in many cases not all of the available marks could be awarded for explaining why the underlined
words/phrases were significant in the passage or why the author had chosen that particular vocabulary.

In Question 2, the Direct Writing task, performance was satisfactory. Most candidates showed good writing
skills, paying attention to the audience and purpose stated in question in order to produce a response using
an appropriate tone and register. Many candidates were able to identify relevant points from both passages
to answer all parts of the question. The strongest responses successfully developed and evaluated the
chosen points in a way that clearly fulfilled all elements of the task and presented a well-organised article.
Weaker responses were characterised by the production of a straightforward summary of the ideas
expressed directly in the passages without going on to develop or analyse them fully. Candidates need to
ensure that they read the task carefully, as some limited the marks that could be awarded as not all parts of
the task had been completed. Candidates should also be advised to devote a small amount of time to
planning before they start to write in order to ensure their responses are organised and coherent.

In Question 3, some candidates demonstrated a sound knowledge of classical Chinese, whilst others found

this part of the paper quite difficult. The most common areas of challenge were either identifying the meaning
of words or understanding the function words.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

(a) This question required candidates to interpret the actions of the neighbour in giving the protagonist
a gift and in doing so to make deductions about the characters situation. Many candidates
achieved one mark for stating that the neighbour did not want the mother to notice that she had
given a gift. The best answers showed evidence of careful reading and analysis and were able to
accurately explain that “the neighbour knew ‘I’ liked playing baseball/knew what ‘I’ liked”. Weaker
responses did not attempt to answer from 4 & X ¥¥’s point of view or gave a general comment to
say that the neighbour liked the main character, which was too vague to be awarded a mark.

(b) The question was very well handled. Most candidates were able to identify the two things that the
author did which demonstrated how much he cherished his baseball gloves. Some candidates
mistakenly regarded “Fili KKk # 3B AE T 2T 294 54 T as evidence of them being a treasured
possession and could not be credited.

(c) (i)  This was a very well answered question. The majority of candidates were able to analyse the
mother’s feelings on seeing her son’s calligraphy. A small number of candidates described the
mother’'s mood as “sad” or “disappointed” rather than “angry” (as shown by her hitting the table),
which could not gain a mark.

(ii)  Following on from (c)(i), this question required candidates to explain what triggered the mother’s
anger. Many candidates achieved the mark by identifying that she was angry because her son had
lied to her/cheated/pretended to have attended the calligraphy class; some responses said that she
was angry because she found out that her son did not go to the calligraphy class, which did not
include the key concept of lying and could therefore not be credited.
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(d) This question required candidates to explain why the author decided to move out of home. Most
candidates gained at least one mark. Some weaker responses tended to copy the relevant text
from the passage, which did not answer from the author’s point of view. Candidates are reminded
to read the question carefully and take into account the perspective they are required to answer
from.

(e) This question assessed candidates’ ability to analyse and understand implicit meaning in context.
Many candidates found this question challenging. Only candidates with strong analytical skills were
able to specify the purpose of the landlord’s visit and manage to score full marks. Common
incorrect attempts tried to indicate the impact of the landlord’s words instead of the purpose of his
visit.

(f) This question was very well answered by the majority of candidates who clearly presented the
impact the landlord’s words had on the author.

(9) This global reading comprehension question tested candidates’ ability to analyse and summarise.
The most capable candidates achieved full marks by identifying and summarising in their own
words how the mother’s love was shown in the battle between her and her son. Many candidates
managed to select relevant examples from the passage to gain 2 or 3 marks. Weaker candidates
found it challenging to identify the relevant information from the text and to summarise in their own
words.

(h) This question tested candidates’ ability to understand how the author used language to achieve
effects and influence readers. Candidates needed to interpret what the underlined words/phrases
meant in the context or what the author wanted to illustrate in using them. Most questions are worth
2 marks, which means that two points were needed to answer those questions.

(h) (i) Most candidates handled this question with great success and were able to identify either the literal
meaning shown in the phrase “A %7 L % & & "5 4% 49+4L %" i.e. mother’s loud voice or the implied
meaning showing mum’s anger.

(ii)  This question proved to be challenging to many. Most candidates accurately interpreted the word
“vzv% " as showing the author’s reluctance to leave home or to leave his mother. Only the
strongest candidates managed to get the second key point / held back my emotions.

(ili) Performance in this question varied. Some candidates scored the mark by explaining that the
author did not really know what he had done, but pretended to be remorseful. Some candidates
tried to comment on the implied meaning, but needed to use their own words to elaborate on the
given phrase rather than simply repeating the underlined words in their explanation.

(iv) Many candidates successfully explained that “# %% " showed the soft and low volume of the
authors voice as well as showing fear or embarrassment.

(v)  This question proved to be another strong differentiator between candidates of different levels of
ability. The strongest candidates managed to analyse and interpret the given sentence accurately
and gained both marks. Some candidates managed to say that the phrase showed the words made
a remarkable impression but needed to also include the point about the author feeling
distressed/heartbroken to gain full marks.

Section 2
Question 2

Candidates were required to write an article in their own words for their school magazine about the newly
planned school safety protocol. The article needed to use the ideas from passages 2 and 3 and develop
them relevantly to cover the three areas of the question. In order to reach the highest marking bands,
candidates needed to ensure they had addressed all aspects of the question, supporting their ideas with
details from the passages and producing a well organised and carefully structured article. Candidates should
take note of the intended audience and write in an appropriate tone and style for the purpose, using suitable
vocabulary.
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Reading
In general, candidates performed well in this question.

Candidates demonstrated a good understanding of the passages and were able to use the ideas in the texts
to cover the three areas outlined in the question. Most candidates were awarded marks for reading in the top
three levels, showing awareness of the need to fulfil all elements of the task and referring to the aims that
schools provide safety instructions, the reasons against lengthy safety instructions, and what reasonable
safety awareness should be like.

The strongest responses which obtained 13/14/15 marks showed excellent comprehension skills and an
ability to select a wide range of facts, ideas and opinions from both passages, developing and evaluating
them to complete the task.

Some responses presented a clear progression of ideas relating to the three areas of the question, but had a
tendency to elaborate excessively on a small number of points from the texts, rather than offering a broader
range of supporting evidence. In general, the first two elements of the task were answered more
successfully. Some responses did not provide enough relevant ideas to fulfil the last bullet point of the task.
In a few cases, answers were presented with major omissions in one element of the task, and could
therefore not be placed in the higher marking bands for reading.

Some weaker responses did not score well for reading and could have been improved with more careful
reading of the question and instructions. Such responses often developed their claims based on their own
experience or personal views rather than using content from the passages.

Writing

The maijority of candidates were able to provide a well-organised response, using connectives effectively to
create a fluent piece and using precise language throughout their writing. Most responses were written within
the guidelines given for length. Overly long responses are not encouraged as these tend to result in less
focused writing.

The top marks in writing were awarded to candidates who used their own language to carefully structure their
answers with consistently well chosen and precise vocabulary and who wrote in an appropriate tone for the
audience.

Responses which relied on considerable lifting of materials from the texts without reorganising the ideas or
paraphrasing the language often resulted in an ineffective or unconvincing answer and therefore did not
score highly for writing. Some weaker responses were characterised by an absence of good and powerful
connectives or contained incorrectly written characters; others needed a better awareness of audience and
purpose to ensure the writing was of an appropriate style.

Section 3
Question 3

Overall, candidates demonstrated a good level of understanding of the classical passage, coping well with
this section in the new paper. A range of performance was seen in which some candidates confidently
understood the classical Chinese and were able to supply answers in modern Chinese with equivalent
semantic meaning; others appeared to struggle to correctly comprehend the original text. It would
undoubtedly be beneficial for candidates to be exposed to a range of classical texts while learning, so that
they feel comfortable dealing with unseen texts in the assessment.

(a) The majority of candidates achieved full marks; only a few missed the first mark “*% 52/+ 547 5.

(b) This was another very well answered question which required candidates to answer in their own
words. The majority of candidates scored full marks, showing good understanding of the text.

(c) The responses to this question were generally satisfactory. Only a small number of answers
omitted ‘return the books’ or ‘on time’.
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This question required candidates to explain the meaning of the underlined words in modern
Chinese and it proved to be challenging to many. The highest scoring candidates showed
familiarity with commonly used vocabulary in classical Chinese. Weaker responses often contained
several alternative answers, sometimes contradicting each other, which could gain no credit.
Candidates with less confidence are encouraged to make an attempt to answer the questions.

Most candidates responded well with the correct answer ‘% B, In some instances, candidates
interpreted it as ‘& # A, which could not gain a mark.

This question was generally well handled and most candidates could supply ‘A%/ £ #=’. Some
candidates wrote ‘4 & 4, using the underlined word itself to explain and could not be credited.

A large number of candidates found it challenging to translate ‘4%’ into modern Chinese in this

context. Candidates who were able to translate it into ‘% %]’ or with other alternative words were
awarded a mark.

This question was found to be challenging to some candidates, many of whom could not
successfully translate ‘4%’ into modern Chinese in this sentence. Candidates who wrote ‘& /& /3 4
or other alternative words gained one mark.

This question required candidates to specify why ‘I’ talked with Ma about the difficulties of learning.
A range of responses was produced by candidates. Capable candidates were able to identify the
answers from the text or translate it into modern Chinese successfully or explain it clearly. Some
candidates omitted the point that Ma had a good reputation among others or misunderstood ‘% A’

as ‘% T A’instead of ‘] %, while some others wrote ‘#./)" incorrectly.

This multiple choice question was handled well by most candidates, showing good understanding
of the functional word ‘¥4’
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/22
Writing

2R

o EALMEREXE, FRE i AN Lk A,

o EAFESHIEFEIAT.

o EAFBLAEEHHE O THELSAATRAE L,

o EARFMIEA, HEARAKNE, REMEGMT, LEMREHRA AT, I EI A

BB & 5 e AT EHAE R 5) B A fsiE, R AMRFARE ., IR ENTERF M.

A BEFIREL, AAZIHRES TR,

o BAER, FANZEARNKRTRERT, BRERRASME RS FAFE. FELE AARIESFE.

o HNEIFRINFAN, HiLFARIARRGFA, BRAME Lt L, 5HE LN, FLEDMEEAF
WABAFM LGB R, TR, FATE—NA o ERE.

o BB, FARUWMEAANEL, REAVIRA G R, B, FE2PKATHIERE LK,
FEHEA R RN, ERNRFGIEXFRFLF,

o EWMAEZEN, ThRFANHNEREIR, FEARLEMBHANE, FHAZEATILER: #LOTH
. aTRAIE. EAEREF. EERAREF T,

i3

RADOF LRI, HRTHABGEK, HMANFARRTELRXEK, BEARLF —— Rt
LARRHL, —AHELRITRL. FHREANRSHEFE T FHLTE, LPAGEDEL, RELHH
KRy UHRAE R B,V 2F A4 ARG R 2 o Ao b S0 IR, T AR A% b 4.

T mbyF AR Bt SR )&, BiEf AR a X, mELRREEX T RILFR R NLitEREHn
EERARBEHEMAENLT., ARG FADFTARKAAABDEE, LERME Ll L, XRH 4 —
BT CHEEREYNFHF L, REXKFPOIARAENE, REAH—DTEHKTFE,

F A A B AR, A XS RIKGEN. REOELERT
W5 A F— 3 R IF I F 30T, HARE A4 =R
fedd B LB MR TILRL, BAfETF RN L,

B3 B A Ay E LA, A
o HOEA LT F N5 B F AN,

BEQRIFRLF P T AL I LFLARAGAD LR, AEHGKRENR, LFPSLARH, BABY., £
JPR GRS ] A EAE RRF . DB, Bk AR XA F T FALT % AR R TE A B E .

FAPRERFERIE, UAREERARE, FLHEENIH SFAINLBLEFRF LN T B HF X
Ao EKER, FRLFRNERHHIR.

Ak fo BB

183 % H AR AT HOR R S AP R B 0350 Ao 6 560 80 F 5 th R SR 40 . B FARAT 9 AL A AL
B35, Bi5A0 B FIRMNIET, Clk S, REEMGTARMEERE, ALEFREGLFLE LA
SRR P E S R G N S S R X ST PO P Y
ARENH BT, R A 3, AREFLBRESHAEAYRUARRERY KL, BESHE
FHE AR R T
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HOEEFRETRGIKR, FREHEMFERE, RRESHLT, AREFENBERTT, RIFTUASBF
A SR E i AR P U A e A SR E Y )R

P Bt

REZAABETHALZK, GHEMNFENIF. RENLEBAMTH@HT AT L, LR HBA, K3
0 F A Bt XA BLUET, ARAE B R B A9 48 XA & 3R F R R AEAA 6938 B AL B

139 @ 69 ILAUCUE R LA B R E IE R AR BOR, W B TR ZE @R AR A T R A A 0935 T IR R
RAMEZ RN EMS., EARTUOLFTHRRZELLHOAEA, FRERE@HTAS;RIEE. M5, F4
RS mT . BiRRARLE, FAFHE - NTEHGERTF,

LA ITiE
H—an5

B—8 (BUEX)
HAB: “B—ANETRLONK, FEATHFELEEFT. ” HhAED? HFLLRBAE—REA LR 6L
¥, HHABRIMF L2 FRKIE TR RZIANN L.

BRI RLREHAE ., REFALRNARABNHEK, MRS HENLSALRG®E, 5FRITFHL
FIIEHENN BRI AL, FIER S HNGMXF R LBRMBANT 2FERZFIFTRF. i,
AL FPRIFATERAFERFHIRFFETELTANTE, TRIEF KM AOIFRINFE TR
WoNFAFBET MM, LRILFAHO, REILFTHRMBE—TTLRFRREN LT, ASTFBHG T i
TR Byt R aRAL R, REBT 4,

ERBENLFETCOAMOFRRI R, BAFHERLRIE AHLFRLE AL NG E R KA
TTFHHitt, ANLFRAFAFT UM EXFRAT R T, AOLFNREXF 5+ BT A f4k
B, TANFARITAEFRIEEARE A,

B (BEEX)
HAH: “BRUHYBRaMNEB, ” HRAEDIFLEREE—BEARRAGLE, AW SATLARERXRZLARAE
BEAI o

REDP AR EARADNENFERINBAE ZRITEL ., B, $HAREER. FareF 24805 87 50R .
HETRGLE, FO05HRNMANE, EHHMER S ERGE, Bl “RAF, TRE”, “Nai
BAREBFTON” o “THFEL” . AOFERIIRAGANEGE L, il KFa ke, 4
WFIe B R A AN AR R EBAT R A R B, S RF A RIERG, A, e THYHERBERETRK
F, HZTEARAARTUELE —,

B (i)

EEMGEEF, TEILFARTE. FARAE—RBRLEFRLRLS ELF VS FHEEF RO R,
LELIROIEATILE:

o JEMWMER;

o JTEBYFI M,

o KEBFIVERZEHERERS £,

BAA F— 3 SRR A 2 —, B AR B LB A%, RS AR LR s
AR, KERAHRCE, THARGEL, FRRAA S SORR, 71k &0 FHF AT R
HEHAAS . AERRAETIPREL, e AT, BT, CRAT, RET, R
AFET, CEWSC, CRAET, CBRENSE A CRRSE
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BB LRy LmFER, R, TNRFALE L SRS, FEF 0 FRF Y F4A L7 &AL,
A i EAEFFAE A0 M b B XA S0 i- 0, AR FVFRAEIZE AR, THWE EH &, FEER
EWLFlREOHAET HH L L, ERARE —ANELE,

FwA (B3 X)
BANFERE]HXARAHMET R, “BAMER” REFNERSGEFTELAZ —. 244h8FI2H,
LREAME — BT RRMOGF %

LFLRALIEARTILE:

o HATHEZPRILAM “EAMEE” 6954 ;

o ARFEIFNIEG D

o MUMBNEHEFEAFIFRH.

VHEARTXREM, KIAPOFERREEFASAEEZRGLE, HOLSMANEE, NG F R I
B, FFOASAXAR, NARELL S,

B BRAOHK AR AHE P IE, fdo: B KD, BRM AR Fof £ 00 AL, ATEI
THSRRGMEEN, QRN SHEIOREE, RBE RN KD I, RAANLE DT RI 550 R 5]
TEECEEFS NS OV E SR

BBNELRMBTAMERGEDL, A AFARKEZEREIFRENANKFHAITELR, HORLREME
HAARE TN PRI FFHFE—AF A AHURINETF G Z A MEEHFD LN FOFLES L,

PR

FEAM (5 L)
WEREH IO ARG FF RS ROEZ.

YRFEALAZTREM, MARXEMGFE RS LERIREF AN L2EMNBEOIFTALEAMLR. AHLFZTE
BB, 8T —%mP, WEUAET 075 XRET, BRAKVBRGME, BPHELE—ftled
SRAERMEGESLE, KRBT —AZARGFHERF, LFEHETREDIFHLE. FLEEETSHARL S
MR 75 b, & &R AR —21 69 5B HF R LT,

FxA ($5 )
EMAX, RET—ARETZ. BRI

BRGNS ST MM TG, AR LA h KA FEAAE, RAKL, R R&T e
Tl TR E kR S 2, Hode:  AERSILIE A B R TR L, AR A R AAE, 7 A HE
ARE T E SR AR E AN R, ARSI BT ) vk, B AR £ 0 K H RIS LB A
TR, BT AR T ansE, Mk A T he e @ L0k,

B (L)
W CRAE, BFHAT—AA” AFK, FAKE.

XAARG ISP REREHEED, ANEFLABEIRNENLT—HNE T N RAROKE, REFRF| %,
FERTEABBRAGNE R, SAGGTHMEmPRE, SHERL, AWEFALAMETAE NG EL
B, 2KTENGEBTAR—RG R, e “KMNBEAZETRZME, REFAGHFELEX —ZH
R, REANE. ANELEBTEAMEANKE, TRHETKE, Fobmy, BRAEAFZHRE. X
HERGHEAPES TTENRET, RENFZAFTIUAKREKRBESZ RGOS, XE 4 o N FEWHTH
EOIRF, BIFRENGET,

FAR (LX)
BE—REEWLBEEEFHGEH.

2t RIRRE R R ARG BHE R, REF AL

RIDWFLRBASWEEFNNEN, MARWHE L £
fFomab A F O RR K, Bt h ASARRY

At
AL ZHRAEGBEE AR OLF. FHpeLFE

& ul
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ANthFag %, @G EARCE, B EH LA SE R S iEfeeiE, A CRAUE, RdigAkiE., 7 8
EZOLFAFRANE, 2@, AbAHI@mHT AR, REALFEEZLENHE, ERAEZHAFA.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/22
Writing

Key messages

e Candidates are required to produce two pieces of writing. Candidates should answer one question from
Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

e Candidates should note down the chosen question number of the essay they are attempting.

e Candidates should avoid writing their names or other personal data that may identify them in their
essays.

e Candidates need to read the questions with care, present ideas in a logical sequence, provide relevant
details and produce clear and coherent texts. Centres could encourage candidates to learn and use
idioms and sayings correctly and to gather and regularly discuss materials related to various topics.

e Candidates should not memorise exemplar essays and reproduce these in the examination as this
leads them to producing irrelevant responses.

e Candidates should use either simplified Chinese characters or traditional Chinese characters in the
essays. Mixing simplified Chinese characters with traditional Chinese characters, Pinyin and English
should be avoided. Candidates should also write their answers in modern Chinese.

e Centres need to ensure that candidates are aware of the register needed when writing in different
genres, such as descriptive and narrative essays. Candidates should aim to create a vivid sense of
atmosphere and use well-developed images for the descriptive task and tell a complete story with a
well-managed climax for the narrative task.

e Candidates should clearly present a strong position on a particular topic and persuade the reader when
writing an argumentative essay. When writing a discursive essay, candidates should present both sides
of the discussion. Sophisticated structures and a wide range of relevant facts and ideas should be
included.

e Candidates are encouraged to plan in time to check their responses for accuracy, paying particular
attention to the following: avoiding mixing sentence structures, including a subject in sentences, using
word order, conjunctions and punctuation correctly.

General comments

The majority of candidates performed well and showed good understanding of the questions. All candidates
adhered to the requirement to write two essays — an argumentative or discursive essay and a descriptive or
narrative essay; the guidance on writing between 400 and 600 characters was also generally followed. Many
candidates understood the purpose of the tasks and were able to produce well-structured responses with
appropriate register, style and tone. They were confident in using facts or providing factual details in their
explanations. A small number of candidates used simple sentences incorrectly, used an inappropriate
register and made frequent character mistakes.

Candidates who scored higher marks not only used idioms, sayings and complex sentences appropriately
but also provided relevant details to support viewpoints. They were able to apply advanced writing skills to
produce well-structured essays. Lower-scoring responses showed evidence that candidates had not always
fully understood the questions; this was especially noticeable in the descriptive and narrative tasks. There
was a tendency for candidates to focus more on events when they had to describe a scene or to give an
analysis of what happened in their story instead of telling a complete story.

The full range of performance was seen across all four types of writing. More candidates chose Question 1
and Question 3 in Section 1 and Question 7 in Section 2. This year candidates seemed to perform better
in Section 1 than Section 2, especially Question 2 and Question 3. In Section 2, some candidates
narrated an event for Question 5 and Question 6 rather than producing a description of the scene or their
feelings.

[5%4 Cambridge Assessment
%} International Education © 2021



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese June 2021
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

The strongest responses came from candidates who showed a confident understanding of the different
genres of the tasks and could therefore employ the most appropriate focus and register in their essays.
Centres should continue to guide candidates to use correct Chinese characters, idioms, grammar, complex
sentences and punctuation. It is also important for candidates to avoid using redundant words and Pinyin.

Candidates are reminded to write clearly and legibly to ensure the examiners can read their scripts and fully
credit them for what has been written. This year several responses were written using pens which caused ink
to smudge and subsequently those scripts were not easy to read.

Style and Accuracy

The majority of candidates were able to communicate effectively, using a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures. Successful responses showed an effective use of idioms and sayings as well as fluent and
comprehensible language. Such responses were able to use precise expressions by choosing correct
characters to convey the intended idea and meaning. Some weaker responses contained simple sentences,
Pinyin and frequent character or grammatical mistakes. In some answers interference from English grammar
was also evident, especially in sentence structures. On some occasions, candidates were not able to
distinguish the difference between ‘49’, ‘%’ and ‘##’. Confusion in the use of homophones and homonyms
continues to be an issue for some candidates and is one of the main causes of incorrect characters being
used in responses.

Some candidates needed a greater awareness of different writing styles and more skill in composing well-
structured paragraphs of appropriate lengths. To improve candidate’s writing techniques, centres could
encourage candidates to develop the habit of reading Chinese newspapers, books and other authentic
materials.

Content and Structure

Many candidates showed a sufficient understanding of the questions to deliver thoroughly planned and well-
structured essays. Weaker responses occasionally developed some relevant details or images but often
lacked direction. The majority of candidates were able to present various relevant ideas and facts to support
their arguments and viewpoints in argumentative and discursive essays.

High-scoring narrative essays often included the creation of a climax or provided a sudden turn of events.
Weaker responses were characterised by the use of plain language to narrate everyday happenings or un-
engaging events. The best descriptive pieces created a vivid sense of atmosphere with sensory details and
engaged the reader fully. Candidates should be reminded to include a variety of relevant details, tell a full
story and create tension when writing descriptive or narrative essays.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Question 1 (Argumentative)
AAR: “B—ACTROHK, FATBTEFEFTT. " RRAED? H4 SRIMAT —BEA LR HL
F, BIARA A 25 A R E R A AR AN B

This was the most popular choice in this section. Many candidates understood the task and produced
coherent and convincing arguments. Successful responses developed each stage of the argument well and
used a range of relevant facts and ideas to explain why students should learn how to write Chinese
characters by hand. For example, some mentioned that students could not only learn ancient Chinese
wisdom but also cultivate themselves through learning how to write Chinese characters; some mentioned
that learning how to write Chinese characters could help learners to learn the language more deeply and feel
calm. Many essays presented a very clear viewpoint at the start, linked all the ideas in a logical manner and
then presented a conclusion at the end.

Weaker responses included limited facts or ideas and some ideas were not well-linked. They often focused
on the importance of using the Internet and on the function of typing characters; some mentioned that
students need to know how to write Chinese characters in order to know how to type them, or linked writing
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Chinese characters to Chinese festivals and food. Some candidates stated that being unable to write would
bring shame to their country.

Question 2 (Argumentative)
HABL: “RARAIE, 7 RREDVELERNEE —REARRAGLE, A RATARERE LR &
XA

Most candidates who disagreed with this viewpoint mentioned that being successful requires grit, persistence,
hard work and experience. Those who scored high marks produced persuasive and coherent pieces with a
wide range of relevant ideas and used idioms and sayings accurately, such as “AAFE, X", ‘e £ G
R £IF A" and “+F & —4”. Some argued that successful people prepared well and so they could seize
upon opportunities when good opportunities appeared. Some high-scoring responses also managed to
describe the opposing viewpoint and refuted it convincingly. A small number of candidates lost the focus of
the argument and digressed into a discussion about wealthy families who spoil their children leading to those
children believing that money can buy everything.

Question 3 (Discursive)

EEMHETFY, JTEILVFALTRE, FARTE—BXFRHE) ELF T FHEHE T RO A,
LFLMOHEATILR:

o JEWIER;

o S EEAIFE,

o AR FVFRZEHFLEAASF E.

This was also a popular topic in Section 1 as the topic is closely relevant to young people’s daily lives. Many
candidates were able to cover all the bullet points, present both sides of the discussion and achieve good
marks. They understood the task well —they could clearly state the function of advertising, list the advantages
and disadvantages of advertisements, and explain how teenagers should treat adverts. Some key words,
such as social media, paper media, TV, flyers, public service advertising, advertising products, customer
flow, pop-up adverts and fake adverts, were commonly used in scripts.

High-scoring essays were frequently well-organised, contained clear opinions and made an objective and
balanced analysis of the pros and cons of advertisements. Some good pieces suggested teenagers read
reviews on different trustworthy websites before buying products; some mentioned teenagers should not
blindly follow adverts and purchase products impulsively. Less strong responses tended to focus on the
definition of adverts and omitted the last bullet point from the discussion.

Question 4 (Discursive)

FNF A TG X AE AR, “BAMER” REIFNERGHFELEZL —. RN FIEN,
SAREA M E— B LEFRIERGE &,

LFLMEIEAT LA

o HAIHF FAAITF “AMEK” 49 HL;

o ARIFEIFAA I

o REENEHEFAAFIFIE,

A small number of candidates chose this question. The majority of candidates could fulfil the task and
managed to cover all the bullet points. They presented their opinions clearly and employed the relevant
information in well-defined arguments.

Stronger candidates were able to talk about the obstacles to teaching, such as class sizes, stress caused by
exam-oriented teaching and learning and students’ motivation to learn. They also presented a wide range of
relevant suggestions, including using a variety of teaching methods, grouping students of different ability
levels, utilising personalised learning and providing extra-curricular activities to help interest and motivate
students.

Weaker responses seemed to misunderstand the phrase, ‘[ #t 3.4’ and discussed why parents should ask
teachers to provide personalised learning. Some thought that teaching students in accordance with their
aptitude was the same as treating every student equally; they also mentioned that teachers should only
spend time supporting those who perform at an ‘average’ level.
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Question 5 (Descriptive)
$ B AR % 7 i b — A B4 % A AR B BT,

A small number of candidates chose this question, and many struggled to persuade the reader why this
scene was embarrassing. Some feeling of atmosphere was created and some details were provided; a few
ideas were developed straightforwardly, but the overall picture (& &) was missing. Weaker responses
focused on events or wrote an unengaging simple story which was more narrative in nature than descriptive.
Candidates needed to focus on describing the scene of their embarrassment, creating the atmosphere at the
moment of ‘feeling embarrassed’, and expressing their feelings.

Question 6 (Descriptive)
EANRAR, RET—NELT H, REEARG P ILATR

The best pieces managed to describe the flower and bird market in detail, presenting a vivid image of the
bustling or busy atmosphere and expressing their feelings. The most successful responses also provided
sensory details and emotions and skilled writing that allowed the reader to feel immersed in the scene, such
as ‘MRS R BER LAFay 2R, [HA KL A R KG9 Some candidates described the scene of a bird
stall owner trying to sell birds to customers and the heat and smells at the market. Weaker responses often
drifted into narration, typically telling a story about going to the flower and bird market rather than creating an
image of the market.

Question 7 (Narrative)
PA “ambl, ATHILT —/ A YOATR, BEAKE,

This was the most popular topic in Section 2. Some candidates did relatively well — they were able to tell an
orderly story that engaged the reader and use some imaginative ideas and images. The better responses
offered more description of the characters and setting and told the story with a well-managed climax. Some
candidates narrated their experiences of returning to their home countries and expressed their feelings when
they saw their families at airports during the pandemic. For example, one wrote, ‘& fIAEAZFFIAEHZE,
MR HF AN RAX—ZHE K, which was very touching. Some candidates wrote creative stories with tension
and details, such as living under the sea, or stories of martial arts and witchcraft in rural China. Weaker
responses often narrated more mundane or unengaging events that needed more well-defined links to allow
the stories to flow.

Question 8 (Narrative)
RAE— RSB EEHGE

Most candidates could narrate an experience of taking part in a charity event, and some were able to interest
readers by building up tension or providing a sudden turn of events. A good number of candidates used a
variety of sentence structures correctly and produced a coherent piece. Higher-scoring essays managed the
different sections carefully, generating convincing characters and settings and creating an effective climax.
Idioms and sayings were often used accurately and effectively, such as ‘4 A A&, Rz AliE, . Weaker
responses commonly contained a simple story with limited images, character and setting. Lower-scoring
essays frequently narrated the story in a straightforward way and needed to include appropriate descriptions
to make their narrative more appealing and engaging.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/23
Writing

2R
o EALMEREXE, FRE i AN Lk A,

o EAFESHIEFALAT.

o EAFBLAEEHHE HTHELSIAATRAE L,

o EAGFMIEA, HEARAKNE, REMEGMT, LEMREHRA AT, RIS E

KR A ade T EHAE R 2 B AefsiE, FFEFARFAERE . TR EAMUBEAM.

A BEFIREL, AAZIHRES TR,

o BAER, FANZEARNKTRERT, BRERRASME RS FAFE. FAELE AARESFE.

o HNEIFRINFAN, HiLFARIARRGFE, BRAME LR L, 5HELN, FLEDGEELF
HABAFMEYE R, FRALE, FATE Ao T ERFE.

o BB, FARUWMEAANEL, REAVIRA G R, B, FE2PKATHIERE LK,
FEHEA R RN, ERNRFGIEXFRF L

o EWMAEZEN, ThRFANHNEREIR, FEARLEMBHANE, FHAZEATILER: #LOTH
. aTRAIE. EAEREF. EERAREF T,

i#i8

KD F L RIF ARG, ARTHRABNER. FRFLRRFEFREK, BHARLF ——ABUEL
RHL, —AHELRITRL. FRFEALARLBEEWNBTISARHLE, VRFALEELHBLE, AW
FAEREBT—RLF, AT —ALF, F_RIAFRAER, LAFARETAS, ROEFMARET 24
HERMARAXMLE,

1 % & A AR R T3 AE Fl — AR 8) XA ZAEAL A0, B LFAF S DE, ANFELALFYATH
W, AWHERPTHARAT A EG G E TR, SFANLFRRAFE, Qe 0iEl—LEREAE T4
RAAXRREEE, SFHTAEERNLTLETHAELE.

HFE L B ARE, HARBRKG KRN, RENFLEEBE R 0 F =05 e H LA,
BNEIFIEIF AR, THiEFABMBAR G, EFARXS TR PR EERE, £ £ T RRERFF
A, A TE M TARE IE,

FAPRERFTERIE, UAAREERARE, FLHEENIH. SFAILBLEFRFALRNT B HF X
B ERERL, FERILFAETH PR,

%

Ak fo BB

KERD I HE EHREAZHRAAANLYS TREMOETEHEAEFTRENLE, MALFTPRAETG/FA8 09555,
WREEFANAE N E LG, AO9EANRERNE LG X, RERAKID; A69F LT 2 EXEREL, ®i
SR E AT RIANG T B, AR LEPARY GO, IR FAETEZRENT,

BEMNIFAFTA —LBTF, ALLFHXNILLIREEEGH R, FI9, AREFLERESH 47,
T A A3, R F AR RERHEF R UEARE F A L8, m e BARRAR AR AT

P B Aot
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RBHEAMETMAARRK, EREMFREGLT, ILFHANEARRE L R AMXOLTF, FHREIFWN
XFBEREHH, TAHFTRNER, ERELHLFHE LA,

By RIESNE LM R EGFE LRI FELEF B HAARRY LT,
TEEE, RBG AR, TRERAMAETE, NS UBRLIELE, F 2
W2 Fe R E MY, R0t NH# T RS R E,

FALR T HEATIK, A ZRD>PHRE LARRLHYARE, FEEFL AL FEANR, LTRKEEMREE
RHAL L F Ao I T I 09 B AE, RRHLERT AL, ALFALEDEFME, LAMRQEAL —
feds B LB m T LA Lo

LA ITiE
H—an5

B—8 (BLE L)
BRAEFERAFAERFTZESLIEAIND? FLLEHRBAT—BEARRYHLE, AR R2EZFR
K% R A TR %A

REMERFAE-REFRLRAGLT, WAFRAEH TERFERAIN . REFERAHAAIET A
25K ZFRFELNRAEZLFE, ANIFTTIAHRE, AMXOHT, RATEGEZS, EAIE R IE
R, ARA% KA KRG AZ IR, B XTAB R AT Rk An BB, A2 95 3 AR 13 AT ) i 6938 R E A 89

RERERRFHLFRR LY, HOETHAINNE T, B @0 LFRFRMBMFAREALIL, K
Ho A Rh, REMRBENT AFREIZ R IZHF AR T F QLT @ F R R LF
APt BRI R, RBEHZERIIIE, REMXGIERAF R, ALZRRFRZRA, BEFk, 5H/RHF
ML FELRITFAEF )RR ERN LT, FIRAFRAINT THEZENZT L. tbde: HHRE
TFERRFAERE. mKGHTT, FRAURY 0T LGB L.

HELFRESHAEAINE X foF I RINHERHK L, IEIFERAPAAML, 2F LT NE
HEXRGF. BPHFLRARINTHEAINARRANATREARTF L, ANFENRIAHELREGF%, 2
AP B AR E AL Yoo

B (BEEX)
REBREREKAAENREZEBR RS EH. KRAED? FLRLEETFLEIE—EELARRIGILE, HAKRHY
2R ERXRE R EZXANN &L,

XEARLRE, BARRKSHFLEDFOEZRAAX. KSRAXEMGF ARG FRFE0RIE, REFEA
BAEMFEERE T RERANREMEFEHANMSFHR MG, BARKZTAEE: REAARESH: wREY
7 TAE, ARFEAEA PTR. BRRTOLFRECHETNEREME FEHOTR L, RARRRBMEF AT
Aho A AT B B L F AT AR R ST R ik Ao BB, FF3R )T Ao i F R R AR 6998 K

HAOEATTMIAAET AL TN EHFTARIRIEEY, ARELRMBNEE, AT BT —AFTHF
AR, AOLEHRET, ARMITRELERT, ANEAT EHANTEERNME, ANELEST
I BF, X s A AR A B 3 AT IR AT e R LI R

B ()

TG FERBFFERFT )V FRFNOGBFARBE R, FEREARE—ALFE,
LFLROFIEATFTILE:

o  FVFmFIEANIE,

o  RERKIEIFHRZI;

o REFVFHED
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AR F IR RLEGAE lﬁg%%aﬁﬁ$%kﬁaﬁi£»Mﬁﬁ Km0 F A B b 4
A ZRGARFAEDIF ARG, MNANGABGEER, A FHBEFTRE, FERTFIGAFRE T FH
B RAAL IR B FREBLEK, %dﬁi?ﬁv#ié@%uo HEXEEAALEPIRT L, i “HR7
“HatRst” | “HBTFRRT, “W&ITF7, “FEABIK”, “AHH. 7

BREIFHLFREFREAH, HAEL G, A =AE DL, HRFAGH Tt T ERGFTRAEE, F
BRLAT AN B B 5305 it i, A 09 E AR B AIRE VTR LA, BEILE T FHHER, SARIR.

ERBRENIEFTIVRTEFAZE, TRALRINLEFOHEDN, HANLFHFOEDER RS, &
HTLJ%K%#EW—T‘#IL%LW&EJLW LR RA, AE AT ORAERE T REHFERTE, AL FERITEA
ZEMNABRBITLE, BELRAZLTEEZRKR, RET BN TFTRRIEEFT—NEE. 2455, A4
S Z A2 B E AR A,

FWA (BB L)

W TEHFATAEXBENLER? REANAERFTEARS T AR PFARLE —ALFE,
XEFELROIEATILE:

o  FrXEAEAE—RGITFRAIRL;

o AR/ REBMIPKRRM LMY,

o AMIPMFTEHAIFEENGXETTH.

VREAZTZEM, KSHNFERRLARES, AR EDE, BEFUAHA, ﬁ%%iTﬁ@EE’cﬁl
K AEALS —AL O ST A Ao 3RS . MAVRE T R R A, }ﬂﬁﬁ’aﬂlxﬁﬂﬁé’a/\/\%%\ﬁuifﬂﬁé{a Bk X

RGO HEARRIMEGE L, thde: KA, BRETRESERIITI K, INFI ST AR K EGA L L
BEIRS, RANLERAFIHZBEEHNANGTA., LERBIELE LS REITRLIFHEN, AR EMKEAE,

ERENILENAEL, RETARASZARREALXELENTFERNNAR. ARF _FF 250N EHNE
i, 75%/\%5%%#?19‘: AWELEZTELEZARINGEZANRE, NSRBI T EAF XA B £ R

,—4

—E-
?4

A Pl EOKAEVIIER B, wRGENNBEEEEANE BRI, B AL, AREBRGEH NG
B, BlidiE f e kK e B s R AL R T

#F=Fp

FEA ($45 )
R — AR A WAL B\ .

ARG R, FAPREE =AW B, AOE LRI E T AEALAMIG E®@, A
%imTtﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁimﬁiiiéiotAa%%i%@@ﬁﬁ%ﬁmmﬁﬂﬁﬁm@ﬁﬁa%,m%;
B E . HEP— AR B &R T R KFTR IS &

BTG IFREDAAXGFTERMELSALAN LGS ®E, RilEE, AROHE LA, IET ZMm T H

B, AREMHEFERBERREE. ALAS;NIETETRHANNEBGF, A OFLRILMNA
é’JﬁéL, HREMALER, thdn: EEFRKIZ =K,

HLFAERERXANEZIANE, BRET M iaRABEYsaREBE. ANLFRHETERNTE,

EHLFLANE— T RIRIEE AN LAEIANFELSARXANL, BHEHIF N RaRE, FALET

—AF AR EF, RAAMN TR EAAT . HEEEELERBEE @MY, tdo: LB KW 37 A

AFREE, RAANE LIl o TR AL EIAE, FERFR “Gb AR, 7 todo:

BB 8@ T AHF LRAAEFRARBYGHRT, AHEXAH WL,

FA (E L)
B AR AR B A L AR ILRHF RABE 89 9 F AR R Z o
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X AR KA, F AN E A A AT A A LT RSB A Z A R . RS EAFRE A
SABERGLE, BEHAFHGRE L,

BRI LF R -F BB G F R L xR 0 FhiE, B AL R T XL &AT £, HaFA B
o EHMLFRAMEEETEAR, HFRMXGEERFEE, tde: REILITAEMH, ANEAFEH
1818, A8 77 B3R 69 A A IR 2 3 B AR AR B AR — %] 89 B L A R ABIB G Y R

BEMLERE T4GE, ST T ILFAIGBGH ERE T SR AMNGTFAGKEL, W REAREY
W g

W REEE G5, %ifliﬁ BHECHERE HILH-FABENR—2GAEA L, #HEHE, RERE, e
T‘S’WT kj&_, /\é EXJ%‘T‘O

B (L)
VA “— AR E” N, BE—AN¥E,

KR DAY RLREHAE . KW EF LRI, FEBFTREKFRFTHE, BBEIF2-MNKT &
o BB LFRECHANFTAZINRZAREE, WAREXZAY, BAMBHXETARME, FIFHEK
WL FRALL XAESF G ZHT@N L, KAWL EFTAELEF LG LS N LR FE, e FR
Yot R, RTBEk, ANKFLAINE, TREERE, 5@, L, i R, RE4Lir
M, FAERT “Fimk ), LFAFF. 7 GEREF X,

BEWMILEFOASMEMNRAES R EMS, F4 ZRMEEIAN EF R, M T OIS TS
FAEPRBENE SR R £, mdE “RRE, 7

WwREEEHS, FARTEN M RRHRTF, ZTHEGAF ARREODRHGH R, FELBLIHELETRF
MEH, BARBYRRKRE AR KA RN ZERF,
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/23
Writing

Key messages

e Candidates are required to produce two pieces of writing. Candidates should answer one question from
Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

e Candidates should note down the chosen question number of the essay they are attempting.

e Candidates should avoid writing their names or other personal data that may identify them in their
essays.

e Candidates need to read the questions with care, present ideas in a logical sequence, provide relevant
details and produce clear and coherent texts. Centres could encourage candidates to learn and use
idioms and sayings correctly and to gather and regularly discuss materials related to various topics.

e Candidates should not memorise exemplar essays and reproduce these in the examination as this
leads them to producing irrelevant responses.

e Candidates should use either simplified Chinese characters or traditional Chinese characters in the
essays. Mixing simplified Chinese characters with traditional Chinese characters, Pinyin and English
should be avoided. Candidates should also write their answers in modern Chinese.

e Centres need to ensure that candidates are aware of the register needed when writing in different
genres, such as descriptive and narrative essays. Candidates should aim to create a vivid sense of
atmosphere and use well-developed images for the descriptive task and tell a complete story with a
well-managed climax for the narrative task.

e Candidates should clearly present a strong position on a particular topic and persuade the reader when
writing an argumentative essay. When writing a discursive essay, candidates should present both sides
of the discussion. Sophisticated structures and a wide range of relevant facts and ideas should be
included.

e Candidates are encouraged to plan in time to check their responses for accuracy, paying particular
attention to the following: avoiding mixing sentence structures, including a subject in sentences, using
word order, conjunctions and punctuation correctly.

General comments

The majority of candidates performed well and showed good understanding of the questions. Most
candidates were aware of the requirement to write two essays — an argumentative or discursive essay and a
descriptive or narrative essay; the guidance on writing between 400 and 600 characters was also generally
followed. A small number of candidates struggled to write two essays; some only answered one question or
started the second essay without finishing it, others just noted down question numbers without responding to
the questions or wrote irrelevant responses.

Many candidates were able to successfully use general sentence structures and an effective range of
vocabulary. Stronger responses included the use of idiomatic expressions and in some cases candidates
managed to illustrate responses using Chinese poems. Candidates who scored high marks used diversified
grammar and rhetorical devices skilfully. Some rich language was also seen in responses this year, including
colloquial language and some contemporary phrases. Candidates should be reminded that the expectation is
to write in modern Chinese - this year several candidates wrote two essays in Classical Chinese.

The full range of performance was seen across all four types of writing. More candidates chose Question 3
in Section 1 and Question 7 in Section 2. Care should be taken by teachers to emphasise the different
nature of the tasks in order to ensure the most appropriate focus for responses.

Candidates are reminded to write clearly and legibly to ensure the examiners can read their scripts and fully
credit them for what has been written. This year several responses were written using pens which caused ink
to smudge and subsequently those scripts were not easy to read.
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Style and Accuracy

Most candidates were able to communicate effectively with fluent and comprehensible language and there
were hardly any errors that impeded communication. Most candidates could write simple sentences correctly
and some candidates were able to write complex sentences with sophisticated and ambitious language.
Some candidates not only showed an impressive mastery of the Chinese language but also a profound
knowledge of the Chinese culture. It was noticeable this year that there was a significant number of errors in
the use of punctuation to separate sentences and this is an area in which improvements could be made.

Weaker responses commonly contained mistakes in the use of characters. On some occasions, candidates
were not able to distinguish the difference between ‘4y’, ‘3’ and ‘#¥’. Confusion in the use of homophones
and homonyms continues to be an issue for some candidates and is one of the main causes of incorrect

characters being used in responses.
Content and Structure

The majority of candidates showed enough understanding of the questions to complete the tasks
satisfactorily, and many candidates managed to deliver thoroughly planned and well-structured essays.
Almost all candidates produced responses that were relevant, and the strongest responses included clear
ideas and images. Weaker responses were sometimes characterised by a loss of focus.

In Section 1, the vast majority of candidates gave relevant information to support their points of view and
produced convincing arguments. The most successful argumentative and discursive essays contained
logical and sometimes sophisticated lines of argument, often supported by a wide range of relevant facts,
ideas and opinions. In Section 2, those who scored highly on the descriptive and narrative essays presented
responses containing vivid images and sensory details or told engaging stories.

Candidates need to be aware of the requirements of each genre and in particular the difference between

narrative and descriptive tasks. In Question 4, there was a tendency amongst some candidates to include
too many details about the daily life of grandparents and grandchildren, making it more of a narrative task.
Responses to some descriptive tasks also used narration more than description, especially in Question 6.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Question 1 (Argumentative)
HREFFRATERXFTFEFIFRIND? FLLRMAT—BEARRAHLE, AR ATFFER
R 3% R TN % XA

This question asked candidates to write a persuasive article on whether it is the responsibility of schools to
teach students about traditional culture. Many candidates successfully developed responses arguing why
schools should offer Chinese culture courses to students. Some candidates’ responses were made more
convincing by using relevant examples of cultural topics to learn about, such as the Beijing opera singer (&
2 %), the comedian (3r{&R1), puppet shows and the origin of hot pot. Opposing viewpoints were described
and refuted to convince readers that the argument being presented was correct.

Most successful responses included examples of traditional culture, no matter whether the viewpoint was for
or against it being taught in school. Higher-scoring essays often contained an explanation of what traditional
culture is, pointing out its impact and then giving reasons why schools should or should not teach students
traditional culture. These well-structured essays commonly presented a clear viewpoint at the start, linked all
ideas in a logical manner and then presented a conclusion at the end. The best pieces also mentioned the
importance and necessity of students learning traditional culture only as a supportive part of the whole
essay, based on a clear and complete definition of ‘traditional culture’. For example, some mentioned that
school is a place where students develop and grow and that schools influence students’ interests and their
development.

In some cases there was evidence that the question had not been read or understood properly and such
responses placed too much attention on explaining what traditional culture is and the importance of learning
it. These responses were relevant but uneven in quality. Weaker candidates tended to only discus traditional
culture with reference to ‘Spring Festival celebrations’ or ‘traditional handicrafts’; others argued that some
countries keep their traditions whereas Chinese people ignore theirs.
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Question 2 (Argumentative)
BERKAARRABRLEZEB R 5EH, HRAED? FLRLEFTREE-—RAARAGILE, HAKA
2R & RH AR EEXAI &

This question was a popular choice as it was relevant to many candidates’ own experience. The majority of
candidates choosing this topic were able to provide a balanced discussion and produce a well-organised
structure. Many candidates who agreed with the viewpoint argued that it is a good reward system that could
teach children two things: earning money is not easy; if you work hard, you will get rewarded. The most
successful responses focused on the advantages of linking the two, rather than only talking about benefits of
doing household chores. Some high-scoring responses also managed to describe the opposing viewpoint,
which is the potential shortcomings of equalling money to house chores, and refuted it convincingly. They
also gave examples and facts to supports their opinions.

Some candidates needed to understand that this should be a persuasive article rather than a fully balanced
account. In trying to give balanced views from both sides of the argument, some responses lost focus or
became uneven in quality. Some candidates focussed on the concept of money, while others provided a
wider selection of examples more superficially and needed to include more in-depth discussion to support
their arguments.

Question 3 (Discursive)

RO FRBEFFAERT S FRFUNEAREFE L. FEARERE —BILF.
LF LM 45T IL B

o  HUFmFAEyAE,

o IRGERKREIFAEX;

o R&FIHFHEB

This was the most popular topic in Section 1 as the topic is closely relevant to young people’s daily lives.
The majority of candidates were able to fulfil the task and achieve good marks. Many of them understood the
task and developed their discussions successfully and in a logical way. They could evaluate the benefits of
having a mobile phone and the disadvantages of becoming immersed in phone games or social media,
providing suggestions for parents, teachers and students themselves. Some key words/phrases, such as
convenient (Z#Z) , keeping up-to-date with world affairs in real time (4% #f12%#) |, help to unwind (% 2/ F
2##) , online fraudsters (#2% ) , reduce concentration (%7 /% #%) self-control (& #/7) , were
commonly seen in scripts.

Stronger essays also expressed the candidates’ points of view clearly and provided quite balanced
responses to the three bullet points. They made an objective and balanced analysis on the pros and cons
and used relevant facts and ideas to support their analysis. Successful candidates also covered the other
two points listed in the question with well-organised responses; some told their own experiences of working
with their teachers and parents to help them to avoid becoming addicted to the games on their mobile phone,
which was very convincing.

Less strong responses were often characterised by the omission of one of the bullet points, either missing
out discussion of the teachers’ role in this topic or offering limited discussion on the advice for young people.
Weaker candidates sometimes confused using mobile phones with surfing the internet or playing online
games; some focused on talking about the disadvantages of indulging in online games. Some responses
could have been improved by giving more equal weighting to the three bullet points given in the question, as
some paid too much attention to one or two bullet points and only mentioned the others in one or two
sentences. To achieve a high mark for this essay, candidates should include all the bullet points listed.

Question 4 (Discursive)

do T HA B AL BN X R? REEWHAREEER LT EHRYPFARRE —BLFE,
L EFLMOIELT ILE:

o FuAR R HAEf —AL AT AL A0 ITAL

. RAAF R A AN K R AAT AREY;

o  HIWFGTEHMXMEBMXFRF XA

A small number of candidates chose this question. Most candidates could fulfil the task and managed to
cover all the bullet points, presenting some clear reasons which showed that they understood the positive
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and negative sides of living with grandparents. They were able to clearly present their opinions, using their
personal experience of living with grandparents and employing relevant information to support well-defined
arguments.

Stronger candidates were able to mention relevant points, such as the generation gap, the fact that
grandparents may spoil their grandchildren and that grandchildren can learn from grandparents’ life
experiences. They could also combine with their own experience the deeds of others, historical events or
ancient sayings to build up a well-organised structure to discuss the three bullet points.

Weaker responses were sometimes repetitive or put in too many narrative details about the relationship
between grandparents and grandchildren. Sometimes the content relating to the second and third bullet
points resulted in repetition or were mixed up together because of their close connection. Some candidates
did not provide a full response to the third bullet point - they needed to cover the benefits from the
perspective of both grandparents and grandchildren.

Candidates are reminded to focus on writing in a discursive style, link responses to all bullet points, give
convincing examples and avoid narrating their life experiences at length.

Section 2

Question 5 (Descriptive)
bR — A AR A ML 6 @ & .

This question was a popular choice. Candidates were expected to write a descriptive essay about a view or a
scene they consider to be breath-taking. Some candidates described a breath-taking scene capably, whilst
others overused certain adjectives while describing landscapes or scenery, or expressing their feelings. A
breath-taking image could be something that we see and makes us feel astonished, such as picture (& & ).
One successful response described the scene of the explosion of rockets.

Stronger responses were able to describe a breath-taking scene with relevant well-developed images, and
were interesting to read. Effective pieces were full of details about the scenes, with various descriptions of
physical experience and emotional feelings. Some excellent, high-scoring essays were seen which
presented vivid images and scenarios. Some candidates referred to their personal experiences and
employed the relevant information in their writing, which led to a theoretical ending, such as camping (% %)
and the Yangtze River Gorges (K it = k).

It was evident that some candidates didn’t understand the meaning of »X 4 ..k, and therefore chose a
scene to describe which was quite negative or ugly. Some pieces just described a beautiful scene, and
needed to go further to persuade the reader why this scene was breath-taking. Weaker responses typically
attempted the essay as a narrative and wrote a simple story about how they got to the scene. On some
occasions, candidates were not able to provide sensory details, such as describing the cleanliness of Japan (
%) or humans fighting a monster (A % % & E %). Not all candidates knew how to use the word ‘"X 7 ..k ; it
has to be used as ‘it someone "4 ..k’ For example, XA~ @& & T A H1F LR RAL PR AERGZ T,
AR A AL

Question 6 (Descriptive)
% B AR Fe AR B A A8 ILIF K AR 89 39 Aot 69 B o

This was a popular topic. Candidates were expected to write a descriptive piece about bumping into an old
friend and their feelings about their meeting. Many candidates understood the task and successfully
developed their answers by creating a vivid sense of atmosphere.

Many strong responses balanced the description of the scene and the mood when they met their absent
childhood friend, with well-developed ideas, imagery and sensory details. They built up the atmosphere
successfully, describing their emotions and physical activities in detail. A lot of candidates used their own
experiences and employed the relevant information to engage readers fully, such as describing how they
planted trees together with the childhood friend (JLE+ 34 4% 4¢) or bumped into each other at a bus station (
4R F 551%18). Stronger candidates were able to write in depth responses about how they felt at that
moment as well as how they felt after the encounter.
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Weaker responses tended to lean towards narration, telling a story about how they met their childhood friend
or focussing on the story of their friend, rather than describing the scene or their feelings.

To achieve a high mark for this question, candidates should focus on describing the atmosphere at the
moment they ‘bump into their childhood friend’, describing the scenes and expressing their feelings (e.g.
surprise, disappointment, excitement, sadness and/or happiness).

Question 7 (Narrative)
VA “— AR 2" AR, B—KFE,

This was the most popular topic in Section 2. Performance was relatively good; candidates were able to tell
a clear story about why the decision was made. Higher-scoring essays focused on why the decision was
difficult to make rather than what the decision was, since the key word in this question was & 3. Stronger
responses narrated events with details of characters and setting using a variety of complex sentences. Some
responses showed that candidates had a very sound knowledge of literature and history, i & #f=F &, &
T # Kk, for instance. Some stories appeared to be very touching with tension, details and a well-managed
climax, such as climbing a hill, the decision on continuing to play tennis with the expression, “& &= K Jv, 4
F A

Weaker responses often contained very simple narratives consisting of everyday happenings and un-
engaging events. They did not stress the difficulties encountered; instead, they focussed on analysing the
pros and cons of a decision and needed to focus on the point of ‘#& %’ rather than only on ‘&’

To achieve a high mark for this question, candidates are encouraged to build up a thoughtful story with an
interesting climax that becomes an exciting turning point of the story. Candidates should avoid narrating
different events as this task requires a whole complete story with a start and ending.

Question 8 (Narrative)
W — R AEERRNGHEEE,

Most candidates could narrate stories taking place at their houses, and some of them managed to interest
readers with imagery, characterisation or setting. They referred to a personal experience taking place in their
homes which sometimes led to an unexpected conclusion, for example, how toy gun fighting at home
changed the candidate’s perspectives on life. A good number of candidates demonstrated their ability to
narrate events using correct grammar. Those who scored high marks managed the different sections of the
story carefully and created a climax to convince the reader that things that happened at home were new,
funny, pleasant and/or interesting experiences.

Some responses lost focus on the main word ‘#7#%’ and therefore became more mundane stories, simply
narrating ‘one thing that happened at my home’ (& £ & 1% % & —4+ % ). Some candidates need to remember
not to miss opportunities to add appropriate descriptions to make their narrative more engaging. Weaker
responses simply listed what happened at home without focusing on telling readers why it was a # # % . To
reach the higher marking bands, candidates should try to employ narrative devices to add interest and avoid
narrating the story in a very straightforward way.
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